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Professor Helps Tribe
Hear lts Own Voice

Carolyn Gonzales

Voices from the past emanate from a toy house in the small town
of Pawnee, Oklahoma, &s a group of dedicated individuals race against
the clock to save a unique language and cudture.

The group’s attention centers on 91-year-old Maude Chisholm,
ot of three remaining Pawnee Indian elders who speak the tribe's an-
cient language fluently and are helping others leam their people’s na-
tive longue.

Taill, white-haired Evan Tonsing, a semi-retired Okdahoma State
University music professor, is the only non-Pawnes present. Although
he might seem out of place, Tonsing is an active and welcome class
member. In fact, he's the one who convinced Chisholm 1o work with
the class.
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“l didn't realize it was so late,” Chisholm says. “1 didn't know
there were so few speakers lefi. But Evan pointed that out and con-
vinced me [ needed to help. ™

Tonsing has been collecting and studying music from non-Euro-
pean cultures since 1957, Through the years, he used his collection in
his classes. “Almost all of the 300 pieces I shared were from cultures
that Americans and Europeans had erased because they had no respect
for the beliefs of the peoples they encountered,” Tonsing says. “T al-
ways wanted to do something to help make up for that loss,”

Tonsing's association with the Pawnees began in 1997 when he
attended their homecoming celebration. While there, he learned that
the Pawnees didn't think some of their early singers had ever been
recorded.

He was shocked because he had collected recordings of several of
their singers, He immediately offered to make copies, at his own ex-
pense, for anyone who wanied them.

"I knew then that 1 was being presented with an opporiumty (o
help save a culture right here at home,” he said.

He struck upon a unique idea. With many American Indian nbes
petitioning museums for repatriation of artifacts and human remains,
Tensing decided to repatriate the thing he knows best—music. He would
find and bring hack Pawnese music o its rightiul owners.

Ultimately, his search led to the Indiana University Archive of
Traditional Music (TUATM), where he found a large collection of Paw-
nee music recorded from 18598 through 1930

*1 don't know of anyone else who is doing or has ever done repa-
triztion 1o the extent that Evan Tonsing has. [t's a remarkable effort,”
says Marilyn Graf, [UATM archivist.

When he first began his repatriation efforts, Tonsing became ac-
quainted with Rebecca Eppler, Chisholm's niece and treasurer of the
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Pawnee Business Council, the ruling body of the Pawnee Nation. Eppler
is very interested in history. Working under her supervision, Tonsing
began the repatriation project, all al his own expense.

In addition to the music he found in archives, some tribal mem-
bers have allowed him to copy private recordings. Tonsing has a great
deal of recording equipment, and he says he can help restore the origi-
nal sound on tapes that are barely audibie.

Commentary and translations by Pawnee elders also are included
on the tapes to help younger generations understand their traditional
music. Tonsing and the Pawnees believe that the music is the property
of the Pawnee people, so no one receives a copied tape without the
permission of the tribe or the family that owns the tape.

He says the Pawnee people are very sensitive about who has ac-
cess to their music, possibly because in the past, other tribes have taken
some of their sacred music and tumed i into social music. He also says
Pawnee music is very complex and exhibits remarkable music talent.

To date, Tonsing has made hundreds of tapes and given them free
of charge to tribal members.

The more he's come to know the Pawnee way of life, the more
Tonsing believes their culture has much to feach modern American
society and should be preserved.

“The Pawnees put a great desl of emphasis on family, especially
extended family involvement in child-rearing,” he said “And they're
very non-malerialistic,”

Experts say a large part of preserving a culture is dependent upon
saving its language. The Pawnces arc well aware of this fact and are
desperately trying to keep their language alive.
bers of tribal speakers will be extinct,” says Dr. Raymond DeMallie,
darector of he [ American Indian Studies Research Institute, “When
this happens, we lose an entire way of seeing the world and a diversity
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of vision and wisdom accumulated over cenfuries.”

Tonsing has dedicated himself to helping the Pawnees preserve
their culture in any way he can. He's gone from repatriating old music
to recording today's tribal singers and helping with language classes.
He records the classes and provides free tapes to anyone who wants
them in addition to taking notes and making free hand-out materials
for class members. He's even learning the language himself.

In addition, he's purchased items for the tribe, such as large his-
torcal pictures 1o decorate the walls of ane of the tribal buildings. He
also is helping Chisholm write & book about her life experiences. She
will receive all profit the book may eam after its publication.

Chisholm says Tonsing's generosity, boundless energy and enthu.
giasm have won him many Pawnes frends. “He's taken up the Indian
wiy faster than any white man I've ever seen, and he's been a tremen-
dous help to our people,” she says. “Evan has found his religion.™
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Where There Is WIill, There Is a Way
Effie Mae Cox Griessl"

I don't expect this book to sell a million copies. But my grand-
children have asked me 50 many questions about “the run™ and “back
in the olden days,” that I am writing this for them.

It doesn’t take much to make one happy. | have had a very happy
life. Will, my husband, has said many times, "We've never set the
world afire, BT, but we have raised six good kids.™ This is my happi-
ness. This is my life from the beginning of it, October Tth, 1880 in
Missouri to now in Oklahoma, the new country.

While in Missouri, we lived on rented places, but all in the one
school district, Blue Mound. We lived the last five years in Missouri
on what was known as The Old Cressip Rench, comprised some 14,000
acres. The ranch howuse where the foreman lived was quite large. But
the tenant farmers lived in smaller houses scatiered along the higher
prowmd as most all the pasture and some of the lfarm land over{lowed
from the Momiton River most every spring. As we had no holdings
there, we wanted to try for something better.

My father farmed while living on the ranch, helping with cattie,
making posts, repairing fence, eic. He made posts for one cenl apiece
or 100 for a dollar from timber on the ranch. Oak posts were all we
ever had then. He also had a little blacksmith shop where he shod
horses, sharpened neighbor's plow shears, ete.

My father was born April 17, 1858. My mother Missouri Jane

*This is an excerpl {irom a story written by Effie Mae Cox Griesel, the prand-
mother of Marjorie Buchanan, who lives in Pawnee County. Mrs. Buchanan
says of the story, " Any illegible writing is reprocsced as best as [ can. 1 left
Grandma Griesels spelling a8 she wrole it Any additions of mine are in
parentheses
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Cox was born March 20, 1852 (b. Highland Cemetery, Pawnee), My
brother, Edd, was two years my senior. My brother, Fred, was two
years younger than | was. Two sisters died in infancy. Then Grace was
one year old on the road to Oklahoma. Maod was born in Oklahoma
December 13th, 1893. Gladys was born in Oklahoma April 20, 1900,

As time wore on, there was more and more talk and preparations
made (for the trip to Oklahoma). Wagon covers were bought for two
wigons. Bows and two leams rigged up, one team of mules, one horse
team and he traded two calves for an old mare, Nellie, gray arcund the
eyes, she was 50 old. Mother drove the horses, my father the mules and
twen of we kids rode in the buggy. It held the provisions, tin cups, water
jug, and dutch oven, etc. Also a coop with one dozen hens underneath
the box.

Another neighbor (Waldrip), his wife and daughter joined us as
they were headed for Oklahoma, too. They had the wagons loaded as
we did with stoves, table, beds, and all necessary equipment. They
also had two ponies to a hack. Thos the wagon train started to Olkda-
homa.

The weather in Missouri was getting cold or had begun so. We
drove slow, When we came 10 a good place with water for the stock,
we would put up camp. We were two weeks on the road.

A snow storm came while we were in Kansas. We lay over for
several days. While there, the neighbor suggested to tumn out the chick-
ens as they would return to the coop to roost. Well, they all did, but one
old hen. She Mew up in & tree and would not do as we wanted her to,
We ran her across the creek for some time finely she was caupghl. But
believe you me they don't always come back to roost. After the chick-
ens were finely put in the coop all safe and sound, we had a good
night's sleep. We journied on our way to Oklshoma.

As we were coming throu the Pawnee Country, we camped on the
old Rocky ford northwest of the Agency, now north of Pawnee. The
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Incians were all camped around the agency, alloting for tribal lands.
We kids were busy playing on the big rocks. When all at once, there

My litile sister Crace, one year old, was separated from us by the
woudd pull her long white curls down and watch them spring back to
place. [ guess they'd never seen curly hair. [ never expected to have a
scalp very long after | came among the Indians so of course | thought
now is it Buf they went on their way. We were soon moved up to
camp enough play for one day.

It was raining when we reached Stillwater. We camped Southeast
of the town on Stillwater Crick. Kept raining fior a few davs more. The
women had a hard ime trying 1o cook in the rain. They had to bake
bread in the dutch oven. 1t is & round iron skillel on legs =o (it) setin
coals, lid with an outside rim to hold coals, too. No handle, but bakes
good biscuits. We kids enjoyed the biscuits very much

The men went totown.  Mr. Waldrip got a tent | guess about 10X
12 but | thought it was the biggest one [ ever saw as we had spent most
of the time in the wagons out of the rain. Now the women and children
all slept in the dry.

An old couple across the road from our camp had a big tumip
patch. We helped pull them for a share. We had tornip soup, tumip
greens, mashed turnips, stewed turnips, and ate them raw. Untl this
day [ don't like tornips, (But at our family's Thanksgiving dinner every
year, we serve furnips and every one eats some. Even those who don't
like them eat a tiny serving to honor Grandma and the winter she lived
on tumips, ~mb) There was drought and was not very much raised
that year but iumips, Refered to since as the turmip year.

The first winter we spent in a dugout “A cellar dug in a bank fac-
ing the south covered with the two wagon sheets.” The next spring we
moved into & house made of slabs. Stood on end, the cracks were filled
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with mud or clay. The roof was made of clab boards, boands split with
a broadax, leaked like a riddle but was pretty nice when it wasn't rain-
ing.

We lived one year three miles east of Stillwater while waiting for
the strip to open. We visited Stillwater often for grocenies, etc. Small
town, building of wood. Many of them had limber taken from trees
whichhad grown along streams. Side walks wood. Streets dusty, horses
tied to hitch rack. Only a few buggies and spring wagons. Cemetery
was then one mile east of town. No railmads. Goods for merchants
had to be brought from Guthrie by freight wagons pulled by horses or
mules. The products from the farm bought by the merchants were
hauled away in the same mansner.

We put in a kafir crop of a few acres three miles cast of Stillwater.
We found out kalir would pop like popeom, nol so lange but eadible,

My brother and [ had a watermelon stand by the road on Septem-
ber 1, 1893, There was quite a rush. We thought our business would
be good but when we were nol even noticed, we found the outlaws and
marshells were fighting at Ingalls. The outlaws were robbing a bank.
law called Bitiercreek was wounded. Bitlercreek conseiled himsell
near a spring. The cutlaws fed him, carried all necessary to him. The
excitemnent was greal. We did not get many nickles as five cents apiece
was the price for a watermelon.

The men made fishing trips out in the strip to be opened, learmed
to read the corner stones, marked by the government surveyors.

While living in Old Oldahoma that year while waiting for the strdp
to open, the men chopped wood and got a grub plow and plowed sun
oak grub patches. Had four mules on a 24 inch plow. Just before the
strip opened, the plow slipped and cut my father’s fool across the top,
quite badly so he had 10 make the race in the old one horse buggy. [
think he got his foot cut in August.
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The president had not signed the proclamation to open the country
but the Indians had all been alloted and the catflemen who had occu-
pied the land had been removed. To be elagable to get a home in the
country, you had to register. The one booth where they did this was on
the sirip hne four and 4 hall miles north of Stillwater. On Sunday
afternoon, my Tather and friend Mr. Waldrip, the ones coming with us
from Missouri, went o the booth (o be ready for Monday September
th

The booth was a long tent with a door at each end and a barb wire
fence streiched around. This caused some trouble. The entrance door
was in the east. They all seemed to want o register at once, but a few
soldiers suggested to line up. They all bad 1o remain in line day and
might. We ook provision 1o my daddy as we lived not too [ar away, so
he could remain in ine. Some would leave for some reason or other,
but others would hold their place.

When this was over, they were ready lor the signal for the land
mun. One family of five were in an old hack camping outfit, bedding.
etc. The hushand was driving fast and hit the horses with a whip, ran
over a rock and the [at Indy fell out, but he stopped helped her up, they
laughed and on they hurried, aparintly no harm done.

Each man or all that could drove & stake with name, just plain
board, some with names printed, that showed possession.

My father came to Pawnee the first night after the opening. Next
moming he staked his claim three and a hall miles northwest of Paw-
nee. We came on in the wagon a few days later, plowed a few furrows,
started a well and a sod house, plowed sod, placed it like brick one
above the other.

The first winter, my father and older brother freighted from Red
Eock, two wagons and & trail wagon, which is one wagon behind an-
other pulled with two teams and one driver. There was no railroads
here so all groceries, lumber, hardware, shoes, and dry goods were
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hauled in this manner. Quite a few men hauled freight. He also hauled
10 the railroad, all hides, hogs, and all the merchants had to send to the
railroad station. They later hauled from Ark City to Santa Fe (New
Mexico) using mostly oxen for that.

There was sometimes two or three wanted the same place. Some
could be bought off if one had the price.

My hushand’s father, Daniel Griesel, had to trade his right for a
team of horses as there was two stakes on the same place. The place
was 2 miles south of Perry, Oklahoma.

After they traded the place off, they moved on an Indian lease near
Pawnee. This Indian farm joined the Cox farm on the east, a part of
thiz place is covered by Pawnee Lake.

When the country was new, we lived mostly on wild meat. Game
was numerous, Turkeys, quail, rabbit, squirrels, fish. There were some
deer. | have seen as many as six in one hend.

We plowed sod, planted kaflir com with a sharp stick by punching
it in the ground every step then stepping on each hill. We children
planted several acres this way. We would plant one sod, miss two.
This made the right distance apar for the rows. T wo in a hill, some-
times in emror put 10 or 12, too much. There were a few small Indian
ficlds the men rented for wheat, but to get it cut and threshed was a
chore, The agent ai the Agency would let the thresher to them, a horse
one of & thresher run by team instesd of steam. After they gol the
wheat, they took it to Ingalls to trade for four.

In those days, there were wagon yards where one could put the
wagon nearly all had a feed box on the rear end.  Tie the horses to the
hind wheels and all were safe.  Also the yards had sheds where one
could leave them out of the weather. These wagon yards were nice in
rainy weather. Families stayed there sometimes for several days while
the men hunted for stray claims. Children (yelled) happily as all were
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mermry. It was lighted at night by a coal oil lantern.

The school was a problem. No teachers, no school bouse, When
we were in Old Oldahoma, we went to a subscription school 3 months.
Each child's parent paid the teacher $1 per month for each child

Cuaalifved teachers were scance the first year on the new farm. There
wits three month school taught in a farm house 1/2 miles south of Lone
Jack (in Pavnee County). First Grade teacher Miss Ettie Ousley. She
gol 525 per month. Then when Lone Jack school house was bali, she
tanght there for several years. [ finished my Bth grade under her teach-
ing. Six months was all the school we had any year.

There was high school in Pawnee but very few go to attend high
school.

In August before the Strip opened, a cyclone came throu whene we
took the claim, slew the timber right and left, but that timber was a
great help. Fred, my brother, and | took a cross cot saw and would sell
wood in Pawnee, stove wood lengih as everyone bumed wood. We got
51.00 a load or & 508 sack of flour, some sugar, coffee, salt, tobacco,
etc. We got money very seldom. Then one of our team of ponies got
down in the hamess, tangled some way, and broke her leg s0 we were
handicapped. So in these early dave, one does have some bad luck.
Papa traded a shot gun for an old mule and we were soon in the wood
business again.

Meighbors in the new country were nol close so there was no bor-
rowing of salt, sugar, coffee, flour, ele. You bought it or did withoul.

I remember we had a nice garden the second yvear, An old Indian
Black Eagle came by and said, “1 got peaches. Youcome. Bring pump-
kins. Me give peaches.” 50 we were very happy as there was no finoit
in the ceflar. The peaches were seedlings and real tasty, They dried the
pumpkin, cuof it in rings and bung it on long sticks. [ had never seen
any done that way,
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They also dried lots of com.
Thiree years alter the country opened, many left because there was
a drought and they pol discoumged. Those that steck it out, won oul
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Payne County Markers
Sam Laffoon

Editor's Note: For the past two years, Sam Laffoon, of Oklahoma City,
har been attempring fo locate and idennify historical markers in Okla-
homa. He writes that he has personally visited approximately 325 sites
that were already identified, recorded | 5) more, and [ocated close o 75
additional markers. He iz still looking for markers that have not been
recorded. Following ir the list of markers that he has identified in Payne

Couniy.

1. Metal highway marker located in Stillwater on the SE comer of the
intersection of Ranch 5t and Washingion Ave

BOUNDARY LINE
1882 and 1893
Omn April 22, 1889, the Run for
land south in Oid Okiahoma began
on this line, by proclamation
of Pres. Benj. Hamison. Also, on
Sept 16, 1893, the run for land
north in the Cherokee Outlet began
on this line, by proclamation
of Pres. Cleveland at Booth Mo 1,
site 3/4 mi east, thousands
regisiered for the run in 1893,
Oklaboma Historical Society and State Highway Commission 1960
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2. Just west of Morth Perkins Road

BOOTHNO 1
O South line of Cherokee Outlet
thousands registered at the booth
on this site, established by pro-
clamation of Pres, Cleveland, for
homesteads in the Cherokes outlet, Sept. 16, 1893,
Okdaboma Historical Society, 1960

3. Gmnite monoment located af the NW comer of Gth Ave and Perkiing

Rd
STILLWATER
Where Olilahoma began
In December 1884, 200 boomers
Led by William C. Couch seitled
Mear this site on Stillwater Creek.
When ardered io leave, they defied
The 1.5, Calvary. Lt Mathias W. Day
'Wired for reinforcements and
Added “they call this place, the
town of Stllwater”, This was the
first recorded reference 1o a
town in the Oklahoma Temitory.
The boomers departed in 1885
But at noon on Apeil 22, 1B89
Thosands mede the Cldahoma
land run, and Stillwaker was
setiled in the first howr, Tis
COUMMPeos pionsers were leaders
in building Stillwater, Payne county,
and Oklahoma
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4, Located on Soulh Main Street, at 8 city imits of Stllwater

OELAHOMA AL AND M.
COLILEGE
Serves the State by instruction, experi-
mentation and exlension service. Es-
tablished Dec 25, 1890, by first
Legislative Assembly of Oklahoma Ter.
Prairie broken for experimental farm,
1891, *Oid Central™ dedicated 185,
Extension Division established, 1915,
Dklahoma Historical Society & State Highway Commission.

5. Located in Stillwater on the Oklahoma State: University campus.

OKLAHOMA MUSEUM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
Tu-F 9a-5p, Sa 10a-4p
Closed state holidays
History and artifacts of higher education in Oklahoma from 1880-
present. Housed In 1854 Old Centmal, the first permanent building on the
Dhdahoma State University campus. Nation's only muscum devoted to a
state s higher education history.

6. Located on South Main Street, about halfway between the crossing
om Stillwater Creek and the § edge of Stillwater.

LAST BOOMER TOWN
Abowi 34 mi. east. Here 300 armed
“boomers " made their last stand for
settlement of the Oklahoma country,

led by Wm. L. Couch, and surrendered
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o U8, Cavalry troops commanded by
Col. E. Hatch, Jan. 26, 1885, On this
Site the "boomers ™ had built log cabins
And dugouts for their town of Stll-
water founded by them on Dec. 12,
1884,
Dklaboma Historical Society & Staie Highway Commission

7. Cranite monument at the David L. Payne Memonial and prave site,

located in Boomer Lake Park st Washington and Lakeview

Side 1: Side 2:
ERECTED BY TITLES GIVEN
JAMES SHIFLD CAPT. PAYNE

Post. Mo, 5T GLAR.
In Loving Memory of THE FATHER OF
CAPT. OELAHOMA
DL. PAYNE OELAHOMA MOSES
June 29, 1836 PRINCE BOOMER
Nov. 28, 1884 CIMARRON SCOUT
THE OELAHOMA
CORRECT BOOMER
BIETHDATE OELAHOMA PAYNE
DEC. 30, 1836 OX HEART
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mermry. It was lighted at night by a coal oil lantern.

The school was a problem. No teachers, no school bouse, When
we were in Old Oldahoma, we went to a subscription school 3 months.
Each child's parent paid the teacher $1 per month for each child

Cuaalifved teachers were scance the first year on the new farm. There
wits three month school taught in a farm house 1/2 miles south of Lone
Jack (in Pavnee County). First Grade teacher Miss Ettie Ousley. She
gol 525 per month. Then when Lone Jack school house was bali, she
tanght there for several years. [ finished my Bth grade under her teach-
ing. Six months was all the school we had any year.

There was high school in Pawnee but very few go to attend high
school.

In August before the Strip opened, a cyclone came throu whene we
took the claim, slew the timber right and left, but that timber was a
great help. Fred, my brother, and | took a cross cot saw and would sell
wood in Pawnee, stove wood lengih as everyone bumed wood. We got
51.00 a load or & 508 sack of flour, some sugar, coffee, salt, tobacco,
etc. We got money very seldom. Then one of our team of ponies got
down in the hamess, tangled some way, and broke her leg s0 we were
handicapped. So in these early dave, one does have some bad luck.
Papa traded a shot gun for an old mule and we were soon in the wood
business again.

Meighbors in the new country were nol close so there was no bor-
rowing of salt, sugar, coffee, flour, ele. You bought it or did withoul.

I remember we had a nice garden the second yvear, An old Indian
Black Eagle came by and said, “1 got peaches. Youcome. Bring pump-
kins. Me give peaches.” 50 we were very happy as there was no finoit
in the ceflar. The peaches were seedlings and real tasty, They dried the
pumpkin, cuof it in rings and bung it on long sticks. [ had never seen
any done that way,
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8. Metal highway marker located east of Stillwater on SH 51 on SE
comer of iniersection with Bethel Rd

OUTLAW BATTLE
Bite aboul 1 mile 5.E.
A Baule at [ngalls, on Sept. 1,
1893, between & Doolin-Dalion
gang and 1.5, Marshals was &
chimax in bringing law and order
o Oklaboms amnd Indian berri-
torics. Three marshals and two
residents were killed; several
persons were wounded;, one outlaw
was caphured. Ingalls was once
the bome of "Hose of Cimarron. ™
Oklshoma Historical Society and State Highway Commission 1956

9. Stone monumenl ot Ingalls, one mile south of SH 51 on Council
Creek Bd. and cast 1/8 mile on 19th Street.

N MEMORY OF
U8, MARSHALS
DICK SFEED  TOM HOUSTOMN
LAFE SHADLEY
WHO FELL IN THE LINE OF DUTY
SEPT. 1, 1893
BY DALTON AND DOOLIN GANG
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10. Metal highway marker located in Yale in the Jim Thorpe Municipal
Park East of downiown on SH 51 on Morth side of rosd.

WORLD FAMOLUS
ATHLETE JiM THORFE
Al the Olympic games in Siock-
holm, 1912, American [ndian
Thorpe was ithe winner in both
the Pentathlon and Decathlon
contests. The King of Sweden de-
clared him, "the greatest athlete
in the World." Thorpe made his
bome near here in Yale, 1917
Olkdahvoma Historical Society and State Highway Commission 1968

11. Brass plaque located in Yale in the Jim Thorpe Municipal Park East
of downdown on SH 51 on MNorth side of road.

The camp of Washingion Irving, the
first American Hiernieur, was established near
this spot October 20, 1832, during a tour on the prairies.
This marker was erected October 20, 1932,
by schonl children, onging setfders of Olclahomi,
and citizens of the vicimity.

Iits erection was spoasored by Oklahoma
Historical Society, Hon, Chas. F. Colcord, Pres,
and Hon. Joseph B. Thobum, curstor; by
Oklahoma A&M College, Dr. Henry G. Bennett,
Pres.; an by Payne County Committee,
Mrs. Corinne Hart, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, and Hon, Frank C. Omer,
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12, Granite marker one mile north and 154 mile west of the inlersection
of Hwys 51 and 18 (four miles west of Yale.). Text written by Angic
Do,

SITE OF BATTLE OF ROUND MOLUNTAINS

Here: between the landmark known s Round Mourtains o the: south, and a
camp on Salt Creek three mjiles o the northwest, was fought the first batile of the
Civil War in Okdahoma

When the Five Civilized Tribes of the Indian Territory joined the Confed-
eracy, & mumerous group of fullblood Creeks under Opothle Yohola remained
foyal lothe Union, With wagons containing their Ffamilies and housshold poods
and driving their herds of cattle and horses, they circled to the west and north of
their settiements hoping o effect a junction with a similar element among the
Cherokees, They were pursued by the Confederate commander, Colonel
Douglas H. Cooper of Mississippi with a contingent of Texas cavalry, six
companies of Choctaw and Chickasaw mounsed nifles, and Creek and Sesni-
nole units under native oflicers. He overtook them on Movember 19, 1851, and
the battle was fought that afternoon and evening.

Dhuring the night Opothle Yohola withdrew toward a place in the Cherckee
Nation mortheast of Tulsa. Affer 8 second and thind batte i that vicimty the
Union Indians were completely routed and Med to Kansss, where they remaimed
s refugees until they were able to enlist in the Union Anmy and join an expedi-
tion to recover the Indian Territory.
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13. Located at 706 E Boston in Yabe

Olklahoma Historical Society
HOME OF JIM THORFE
Fr-5a 10a-5p
Su 1-Sp
Closed state hiolidays
Home of the legendary 1912 Olympian,
who lived here from 1917-1923.
Track and field awands and

farmily items on display.

14. Granite marker located east of the intersection of SH 33 and SH 99
on the south side of the cast boond lane,

TUREEY TRACE
RAMCH
Site of ranch beadgquariers was
1 /4 mi north of here, Round-
ups were on present site of
Cushing This ares was grafing
land for Texas cattle driven
porth, 1866 to 1885, The region
was opened 1o scttlers on Sept.
22, 1892, Sac and Fox village 1/4
mile month.
Oldahoma City Society
60-1995
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15, Granile monument located on the NW comer of the intersection of
Judy Adams & Hamison

OILIN THE CLISHING
DRUMRIGHT AREA
Discovered in March, 1912 by Tom 3lick and C, B. Shafer.
The Cushing field became one of the greatest oil discov-
eries in the early 1900's — mnking as the nation's
largest oil province for the next eight years.

Flayed havoc with domestic and international ofl markets,

Led to above ground storage excesding 1.75 million bar-

rels of unsold oil with resultant loss of valuable volatiles,

Helped bring maturity to Oklahoma's ol industry and
an awareness of conservation needs,
Turned Cushing into a boomtown and vital supply
center for anca oil aperations.

Made the Cushing area & major processing center with 23 refineries.
Brought into being o new town Dromnght, located near
the discovery well.
Provided much of the increased U8, oil supply during
World War | that prompted Britain’s Lord Gurzan o state
that the Allies Moated to viclory on & sea of oil.

In 1919 the Cushing Dramright arca sccounted for 17
percent of U.S. and 3 percent of world production of oil.

Cumulative production exceeded 450,000,000 bamrels by
the end of 1978,

Cushing retsins its role in oil history as the pipeline

crossmads of the world. Here in 1979 is the greatest
concentration of major operators in the world with 23

pipeline systems and total capacity of over 30,000,000 basrels.,

Oklaleoma Historical Society with
Oidahoma Petrolenm Coumnel] 1979
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16. Brass plague is currently in the Washingion Irving Trail Muosewm,
3918 5. Mehan Rd. (six miles east and two and three/fourths miles south
of Stillwater). The plague was originally dedicated at the [XL. School,
four miles west of Perkins on Highway 33,

The camp of Washingion Irving, the
first American litteratenr, was established
oné and one-third miles northwest of this spot
October 22, 1832, during a tour on the prairies.
This marker was erected October 22, 1932,
by school children, onginal seitlers of Olkdahoma,
and citizens of the vicinity.

Its evection was sponsored by Olkdahoma
Historical Society, Hon. Chas. F. Colcord, Pres.,
and Hon. Joseph B. Thoburn, Curstor; by
Oldaboma A &M, College, Dr, Henry G, Bennett,
Pres.; and by the Payne County commitice,
Murs. Corinne Hart, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, and Hon. Frank C. Omer.

17, A small granite monument with a bronze plague is located approxd-
mately a mile north of Highway 33 on Wild Homse Creck

Washington Irving Campsite
October 21, 1832
During *A Tour on the Prairies” famous awthor and party muade trip with
company of U.5. Army Rangers. While in this camp Pierre Beatie,
attendant io Irving, caught a wild horse neartry,
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Oklahoma Historical Society, 1963
18. Located on the SE comer of SH 51 and CR323 W of Stillwater

Hansas to Red River
< range East
range West >
surveyed by EXN. Darling 1870
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170th Anniversary of Washington
Irving’s Tour on the Prairies

mmnuum%&mmmm
tan lirving at the encampsrut hield ol the Washingion Irving Trall Museum.

Om Okiober 26, 2002, the Washingion Irving Trail Muscum, south-
east of Stllwater, celebrated the 170th anndversary of Washington Irvings
trip through Oklahoma. The celebration included a reenactment of Irvings
encampment in Payoe County. The Paynoe County Historcal Society joinsd
with the museum in marking the anniversary and made a donation of $300
io belp with expenses.

In Ociober of 1832 Washington Irving spent three nights in what
is now Payne County—one night near Yale (Storm Camp), one north of
Mehan (Fountain Camp), and the other west of Perkins (Wild Horse Camp).
The Washington Irving Tradl Museum is localed near Fountain Camp.
Irving's month-long trip through Oldahoma resulted in his book A Thur on
the Prairies, which is stll in print.
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Payne County Historical Society

The Payne County Historical Society is organized in order to bring
together people interested in history, especially the history of Payne
County, Oldahoma The Society’s major function is to discover and col-
lect any materials that may help to establish or illustrate the history of
the area.

Membership in the Payne County Historical Society is open o any-
one interested in the collection and preservation of Payne County his-
tory. All members receive copies of the Payme County Historical Re-
view free. In addition, the Society sponsors informative meetings and
historical outings several imes a year.
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Yes, I want 1o be & member of the Payne County Historical Society.
Enclosed is my check for:

[0 $12.00 for Individual Membership

[0 $17.00 for Family Membership

[] $20.00 for Institutional Membership

[0 $100.00 for Life Membership

(Membership includes subscription to the Payne County Hisiorical
Reveiw.)

Name Telephone

Adidress

City State Zip

Mol i

Payne County Historical Society
PO, Box 2262
Stillwater, OK 74076






PAYNE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Officers and Board Members
Oificers:
Presicent: Elvis Howell
Vice President: Barbara Dunn

Secretary: Ann Fubrman
Treasurer: Lawrence Erwin

Board of Directors:
Bill Bernhardt
Bill Bryans
Carla Chlouber
Adelia Hanson
Grene Hoyt
Jim Showalter

Payne County Historical Review
Editor: Carla Chlouber
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